
Palm Sunday: The Triumphal Entry

Matthew 21:1–11


Context

“Many of  the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, but some of  
them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. So the chief  priests and the Pharisees gathered the 
council and said, ‘What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. If  we let him go on like this, everyone will 
believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.’ But one of  them, Caiaphas, 
who was high priest that year, said to them, ‘You know nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for 
you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.’ He did not say this of  his own 
accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation only, 
but also to gather into one the children of  God who are scattered abroad. So from that day on they made plans to 
put him to death.” (John 11:45–53)


The Triumphal Entry


“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of  Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of  Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; 
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of  a donkey.” (Zechariah 
9:9)


Lesson #1: We learn who Jesus is.

“For all the promises of  God find their Yes in him.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)


Lesson #2: We learn how to respond to Jesus.

“If  anyone would come after me, let him deny himself  and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.” (Mark 8:34–35)


Lesson #3: We learn why to repent.

“Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. And 
they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you 
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’ For he knew that it was out of  envy that they 
had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing 
to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of  him today in a dream.’ Now the chief  priests 
and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, ‘Which 
of  the two do you want me to release for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what shall I do 
with Jesus who is called Christ?’ They all said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ And he said, ‘Why? What evil has he done?’ 
But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’” (Matthew 27:15–23)


Lesson #4: We learn what Jesus was prepared to do.

“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of  my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. 
This charge I have received from my Father.” (John 10:17–18)
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Discuss

● If  Jesus is Messiah (Christ), what does that mean for you, and what does it mean for the people in your life?

● When we live for the praise of  people (instead of  the praise of  God), what are some of  the consequences in 

our lives?

● What are some of  the ways that you see yourself  in the crowds that praised Jesus on Sunday but rejected 

him on Friday?


Read

Exodus 12:1–51; Psalm 118:1–29; Matthew 21:12–17


Pray

● Pray that God will help you to worship and trust Jesus as the Messiah.

● Pray that God will help you to humble yourself  before him in repentance as you reflect on your need for 

Jesus.

● Pray that God will give you a deeper appreciation for the love that Jesus displayed for his Father and for his 

people in entering Jerusalem.


Announcements

● Good Friday: April 15 at 6:00pm

● Easter Sunday: April 17 at 10:45am (Sunday school at 9:30am)

● Annie Armstrong Easter Offering: Goal of  $4,500


