
The Seven Letters: The Church in Sardis

Revelation 3:1–6


“It only takes one generation for a church to die. …It would only take a generation for a church 
to show signs of  decay: perhaps a poor pastoral choice; a failure to continue to preach God’s 
Word faithfully; a transition in the church’s understanding of  mission; an inability to see and 
adapt to the neighborhood around it.” (Sean Lucas)


Autopsy 

“Your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the 
first” (Revelation 2:19). 

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep oneself  unstained from the world.” (James 1:27) 

Resurrection

“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, 
that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!” (Revelation 16:15) 

“Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at 
hand. So then let us cast off  the works of  darkness and put on the armor of  light. Let us walk 
properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” (Romans 13:11–14) 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of  ministry, for building up the body of  Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11–12) 

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of  the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if  you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of  first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:1–4) 

“One generation…believed the gospel. …The next generation assumed the gospel. …The 
following generation denied the gospel.” (D. A. Carson) 

“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.” (Colossians 
2:6–7) 
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Discuss 
● What are some of  the reasons that churches can have false idea of  their spiritual health, and 

how can they gain an accurate one? 
● What are some of  the obstacles that prevent you from repenting, and what can you do to 

cultivate more consistent repentance? 
● Is there a way that you individually need to contribute to the vitality of  our church (waking 

up, strengthening, remembering, keeping, or repenting)? 

Read

Matthew 26:47–56; Mark 13:32–37; 14:32–42; Romans 13:11–14; Ephesians 5:13–20 
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11; 2 Peter 3:1–13 

Pray 
● Pray that the Holy Spirit will keep you awake, prepared for the return of  Jesus. 
● Pray that the Holy Spirit will help you to remember the gospel. 

Announcements 
● July 31: Move Up Sunday and Shift to Newly Renovated Classrooms; Deadline to Speak to a 

Member of  the TLT about Pastoral Resident/Ministry Intern Staff  Opening; Youth Ministry 
Pool Party at the Hunts (6:00–8:00pm) 

● August 14: 60th Anniversary Celebration 
● August 20: Exploring Membership (8:00am–12:00pm)


